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Fayette apon various subjects. With respect to the arrears already in-
curred the latter proposed to remedy them by accommodating the ex-
pences to the revenue instead of the revenue to the expences; and as
objects of reform he proposed to abolish the Bastille and all the State
prisoas throughout the Nation (the keeping of which was attended with
great expense), and to suppress lettres de cachet; but those matters were
not then much attended to, and with respect to lettrcs de cachet, a ma-
jority of the nobles appeared to be in favour oj them.
On the subject of supplying the Treasury by new taxes the Assembly
declined taking the matter on themselves, concurring in the opinion that
tiiey had not authority. In a debate on this subject M. do la Fayettc
said that raising money by taxes could only be done by a National As-
sembly, freely elected by the people, and acting as their representatives.
Do you mean, said the Count D'Artois, the States-General? M, de la
Fayette replied that he did. Will you, said the Count D'Artois, sign what
you say to be given to the King? The other replied that he would not
only do this but that he would go farther, and say that the effectual mode
would be for the King to agree to the establishment of a Constitution.
As one of the plans had thus failed, that of getting the Assembly to
act as a Parliament, the other came into view, that of recommending. On
this subject the Assembly agreed to recommend two new taxes to be
enregistered by the Parliament: the one a stamp-tax and the other a
territorial or sort of land-tax. The two have been estimated at about
five millions sterling per annum. We have now to turn our attention to
the Parliaments, on whom the business was again devolving*
The Archbishop of Toulouse (since Archbishop of Sens, and now a
Cardinal) was appointed to the administration of the finances soon after
the dismission of Calonne. He was also made Prime Minister, an office
that did not always exist in France. When this office did not exist, the
chiefs of the principal departments transacted business immediately
with the King, but when a Prime Minister was appointed they did busi-
ness only with him. The Archbishop arrived to more state-authority
than any Minister since the Duke de Choiseul, and the Nation was
strongly disposed in his favour; but by a line of conduct scarcely to be
accounted for he perverted every opportunity, turned out a despot, and
sunk into disgrace, and a Cardinal
The Assembly of the Notables having broken up, the new Minister sent
the edicts for the two taxes recommended by the Assembly to the Parlia-
ments to be enregistered. They of course came first before the Parliament
of Paris, who returned for answer, That with suck a revenue a$ the #a-